A GREEN AGENDA FOR LAWENCE

By Clark H. Coan 

Solid Waste
· Provide a solid waste collection fee discount for those who recycle or reduce the amount of waste they produce (Seattle, Wash).

· Levy a 25-cent tax on single-use plastic and paper bags (Ireland).

· Require retailers to collect excess packaging from consumers and return it to the manufacturer for re-use (Germany).

· Restrict the sale and distribution of products that utilize ozone-depleting compounds (Denver, Col.)

· Enact an ordinance restricting polystyrene and other non-biodegradable food packaging (Berkeley, Cal.)

· Enact a "bottle bill" that mandates a 10-cent deposit on all beverage containers to encourage recycling, reuse of containers and reduction of litter (Iowa, Maine, Michigan).

· Ban all billboards within the city and county to reduce visual pollution (San Diego, Cal.).
· Establish a Zero Waste Commission and set a Zero Waste Goal calling for a 75 percent reduction in city waste by 2015 and zero waste by 2025 (Berkeley, Cal.).

Energy 

· Create a Citizens Utility Board to develop and implement a Community Energy Plan (Ames, Iowa).

· Add strict energy conservation sections to the building codes using the 2008 California Energy Efficiency Standards for Residential and Nonresidential Buildings code (California and Seattle, Wash.).
· Change the building codes to allow the construction of energy-efficient straw bale, used tire and adobe houses (Tucson, Ariz.). 

· Encourage the use of alternative sources of energy by amending the building and tax codes (Davis, Cal.).

· Adopt conservation rate structures which encourage conservation--those who use more energy and water should pay more per unit (Spokane, Wash.). 
· Conduct a feasibility study of setting up neighborhood-owned wind generators and rooftop wind generators (Chicago, Ill., Carroll County, MD).
· Require all new public buildings to be Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified. Request that the school district, County and KU to do the same. Give a tax break to private companies that build LEED-certified buildings (Dallas, Tex.).
· Change building codes to allow composting toilets and recycled water systems (Austin, Tex.). 
· Set up a monthly Energy Conservation Lottery in which households that meet criteria for low energy use earn tickets to win $1,000 in a random drawing. 
· Collaborate with Westar to establish a program to provide retai- plus guaranteed renewable energy payments (also called lead-in tariffs) or net metering (avoidant cost) to small, clean energy producers (Germany). W
· Establish a Solar Incentive Rebate Program to make the installation of solar panels more affordable for residents, businesses and non-profits. Set a goal of 2,000 rooftops with photovoltaic arrays. The program would provide incentive payments to qualified applicants ranging from $3,000-6,000 for residential installations and up to $10,000 for commercial installations (San Francisco, Cal.). 

· Install mico-hydro turbines in the water outflow pipes of the City’s water towers to produce electricity. Encourage Bowersock Mills to install additional turbines on the north side of the Kansas River Dam and below the Clinton Lake Dam. 
in e amount of power produced by about 10 wind turbines.
· Create a Carbon Offset Fund to finance local carbon off-set projects. City departments  (and individuals and businesses on a voluntary basis) would contribute “carbon offset” fees into the fund for each airline trip taken. The fund would pay out to nonprofit organizations to replace outdated household appliances and install solar panels - and through their work remove carbon dioxide from the air and help cut down on greenhouse gas emissions (San Francisco, Cal.). 

· Have the City work with Westar and KU to develop and implement a Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard where they increase procurement from eligible renewable energy resources by at lest one percent of their retail sales annual, until they reach 20% by 2020 (California)
· from eligible renewable energy resources by at least 1% of their retail sales annually, until they reach 20% by 2010.
Land use

· Create a greenbelt around Lawrence (through establishment of a Land Conservation Bank) which will prevent the merging of Lawrence with Topeka and Johnson County (Boulder, Col. and Nantucket Island, Mass.).

· Set up a program to protect the major natural areas (wetlands, forests, prairies, riparian habitat) in the city and the county (Watshtenaw County, Mich.)
· Establish a city-county Greenways Commission to plan and implement a greenways system in the city and county which links up parks and natural areas (Raleigh, NC).

· Require buffers along all streams and rivers to protect the riparian habitat and reduce flooding (Kansas City, MO & Napa, Cal.). Work to improve water quality in streams in the city and county. Establish a pollution runoff prevention program and a program to remove litter, tires and debris from streams and rivers.
· Adopt a Wetlands Protection Ordinance to preserve, protect and enhance wetlands (Boulder, Col.). Vigorously oppose and withhold all support/aid for any South Lawrence Trafficway route or enhanced 31st Street route through the Baker-Haskell Wetlands. 
· Enact a Pesticide-free Parks & Lawns Ordinance and phase out the use of pesticides and herbicides in city parks and ultimately on all lawns to protect the health of children and surface water quality (Marblehead, Mass.). 

· Issue permits for sand mining pits along river banks in the Douglas county in lieu of permits for sand dredging in rivers in order to protect aquatic life and the natural flow of rivers.
· Establish a program to protect prime farmland with Class 1 and 2 soils from development (Lancaster, Penn. & Davis, Cal.). 
Transportation
· Establish and implement a Zero Net Growth Policy for automobiles in the city.

· Create a comprehensive bikeway system to reduce the need to drive utilizing as much as possible separate bike paths and marked bicycle lanes when a separate path is not practicable.  Link up existing bike paths. (Davis, Cal. and Eugene, Ore.)

· Merge Lawrence Transit “T” with KU on Wheels and phase in electric buses powered by batteries recharged by photovoltaic cells and by wind generators (Adelaide, Australia).

· Conduct a feasibility study for restoring the old KU Trolley Line from downtown to Mt. Oread. The trolley cars could be battery powered (see above).  Many cities have restored electric trolley service (Ibor City, Fl. And Memphis, Tenn.). 

· Prohibit parking by students at high schools (including nearby neighborhoods) to encourage the use of public transit and bicycles. Encourage university students to bike, walk, or use public transit to travel to campus. 

Other

· Provide incentives to major area polluters (i.e., ICL Performance Products plant, City of Lawrence, Westar Energy Plant) to work toward a "Zero Discharge" goal (air and water pollutants).

· Adopt and enforce a strict noise and air pollution inspection ordinance for vehicles. Require annual inspections and permits (Portland, Ore.). 

· Adopt a program to encourage the establishment of Green Roofs on top of public and commercial buildings to reduce energy consumption (Chicago, Ill.).

· Adopt a stringent tree preservation ordinance to protect trees in new developments and along streams and ridgelines. Require builders to retain large trees located on lots when possible [and protect the roots from compacted soil during construction] (Lake Forest, Ill.).
· Enact a Xeriscape Landscaping Ordinance which applies to new multifamily, commercial and industrial development to conserve water by using established xeriscape principles in landscape design such as the use of drought-tolerant plants such as improved buffalo grass. (Tucson, Ariz.). 

· Set up a fund to support the expansion and survival of locally-owned Green businesses that support local self-reliance and sustainability. The fund would also provide start-up capital for new businesses designated as “needed” (based on their relationship to basic needs and the county’s current dependence on imports to supply them).  

· Adopt a Climate Change Goals and Action Plan which adopts greenhouse gas reduction targets for Lawrence: 25% below 1990 levels by 2018, 40% below 1990 levels by 2025, and 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.

